
 

 

WELFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Thursday 22nd April 2021 commencing at 7:30pm using Zoom online 

 
Present 
Councillors: Dr. M Gorrod (Chairman), Mr. N Brotherton, Mr. A. Curtis, Mr. R Esling,  
Mr. T. Forder, Mr. T McCullagh, Mrs. S Phelan, Mrs. M. Wilson 
Clerk: Mr. I Kelly 
Public: 2 

 

Minute Action 

21/31. Apologies for Absence 

No apologies for absence  

21/32. Minutes of the Meeting Thursday 25th March 2021:  

The minutes were approved by the Council.  

21/33. To receive an update on outstanding actions and to note any matters arising from the 
minutes not included on this agenda for report only:  

The Clerk said that actions from March had been completed. He said that he was 
not receiving replies from NCC in relation to the lease of the Pocket Park and has 
now raised this with the Principal Property lawyer. He had also not received any 
update regarding the EV charging point. Cllr. Gorrod said that the dog poo bin 
would be placed at the Hemploe ‘T’ junction 

 

21/34. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations:  

Cllr. Phelan as applicant in relation to item 7a Tree to be trimmed   

21/35. Public Participation;  

a) D/Cllr. Jonathan Harris from the Brixworth Ward introduced himself and said that 
as it was purdah he was not making any statement but wanted to spend time 
listening to Parish issues.  

 
 
 

21/36. Agenda 

a) To consider and approve further improvements to the street lighting in Welford 

The Clerk gave an overview of a quote for replacing the remaining non LED street 
lights with LED lights from Zeta. These lights require less maintenance, as well as 
reducing power consumption and therefore running costs for the Parish. The Council 
discussed the additional costs that four heritage lights would involve were they to be 
installed and agreed to have regular Zeta lights installed in the High Street between 
Church Lane and Springfields shop which would have required agreement from some 
building owners due to the requirement to change the bracket fitting which would not 
be required if a just a standard (non-heritage) new lighting head was required. The 
Clerk indicated that there would be brighter lights along Northampton Road and the 
remainder of the High Street as it was wider and an ‘A’ road. Zeta had recommended 
replacement of the concrete light column outside the Playing Field in West End which 
was accepted by the Councillors. The Clerk needed to speak with one resident of 
High Street for permission in relation to work to be undertaken to replace the electrics 
box. The Councillors accepted the quote from Zeta of £7,493.75 plus £1,498.75 VAT 
for the installation to be completed utilizing non-heritage light housings. The Clerk 
raised the current contract with E.ON for street light maintenance. The Councillors 
agreed that this should be cancelled once the LED installation was completed as the 
LED lights were guaranteed for 10 years and had shown themselves to be highly 
reliable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

b) To approve repairs to or replacement of benches on the Playing Field 

The Clerk gave an overview of the current state of the wooden benches on the 
Playing Field and the various costs involved in repair, replacement or removal of the 
benches. Cllr. Brotherton had carried out a repair to the bench backing onto the 

 
 
 



 

 

Spinney. The Councillors agreed not to undertake any work at this stage as the 
annual play equipment inspection was due to be undertaken but would revisit the 
issue when the inspection report was discussed. 

c) To approve the purchase of a sign for the Playing Field at £26.29 plus VAT 

The Clerk had received a quote from Print 7 of Northampton for an A2 (594 x 420mm) 
Vinyl print with scratch resistant laminate mounted to 3mm Dibond board £26.29 plus 
VAT, the printing would state ‘Welford Playing Field, Bought by the village as a safe 
place for children to play’. Councillors approved the purchase. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

d) To approve funding of the Planning Application on behalf of the Sportsfield Association 

Cllr. Brotherton said that the Parish Council was the Custodian Trustees of the 
Sportsfield. He had spoken with Adrian Scullion Chairman of the Sportsfield 
Association who said that they intended to submit a Planning Application. It was 
asked if it could be in the Parish Council’s name as the fee for doing so was greatly 
reduced and there were no VAT implications as no VAT was payable. The fee would 
be paid by the Sportsfield Association. The Councillors agreed to the proposal. 

 

e) To discuss and approve the policy in relation to the closed cemetery and headstones at St. 
Mary the Virgin church 

The Clerk said that he had been contacted by Mick Morson on behalf of the Church 
diocese to ask if the Parish Council has put in writing to the Chancellor of the Diocese 
it's agreement to test memorials according to the Ministry of Justice Guidelines. The 
Clerk had contacted the Council’s insurers who said that the Council should follow 
the Ministry of Justice guidelines. The Clerk had prepared a policy using these 
guidelines entitled ‘Memorial Safety Policy’ which included the testing of the 
headstones and memorials and action to be undertaken if there was a safety to the 
public concern. The Councillors agreed to accept the policy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

f) To approve a temporary loan of £913 to the Pocket Park for completed works in lieu of an 
expected grant from the former DDC 

This item was withdrawn  

g) To discuss and agree to the resumption of meetings in the Village Hall 

The Clerk indicated that at Step 4 of the Government’s roadmap out of the Covid 
measures due on the 21st June 2021, regular meetings could resume as there were 
no restrictions in place. The main room in the Village Hall has been reserved for 
meetings to resume using Covid safe measures if required. The Clerk recommended 
that the Council consider resuming face to face meetings in June. Cllr. Gorrod said 
that there is an appreciation that some people are reluctant to meet face to face but 
he would like to do so and enable the public to join the meetings. The Councillors 
agreed to resume meetings in the Village Hall in June subject to the Government 
completing step 4 of the roadmap 

 
 

h) Clerks update 

i. The Clerk said that the Joint Panel on Accountability and Governance had updated 

their guidance indicating that Councils should have their own email address rather 

than relying on the use of personal emails. The use of Parish Council email should 

also be discouraged for personal emails. The Clerk said that an updated Data 

Protection policy would be included at the May meeting for approval. 

ii. The Clerk said that the former County Council has a policy in relation to Electric 

Vehicle charging cables which must use a cable safe system, not be fixed to the 

highway and not be left out overnight 

 
 
 
 

21/37 Planning 

a) To approve a request for a tree to be trimmed at Tithe Barn, West End 
(Cllr. Phelan left the meeting). Cllr. Curtis said that the application mentioned a 
percentage of the tree to be cut where he would rather it specified the height of the 
tree after a trim. Cllr. Curtis said that he would leave it for Michael Venton the Tree 
Officer at West Northants to agree the amount to be trimmed  
b) To discuss any representations the Parish Council wishes to make to 
Leicestershire County Council in relation to the Husbands Bosworth Quarry 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 



 

 

Tim Underhill from WAG informed the Council of the concerns about increased traffic 
to the quarry site at Husbands Bosworth. Due to the number of vehicles accessing 
the site there was likely to be an impact on Welford. He said that there should be a 
similar transport management plan as is in place at Bruntingthorpe. He advised the 
Council that WAG will submit an objection to LCC. The Councillors discussed the 
proposal. Cllr. Curtis said that there was no traffic mitigation plan in the application 
including the impact it might have on Welford. As Welford was a conservation area 
we should vehemently object to the increased traffic through Welford. Cllr. Gorrod 
said that according to the application that they were expecting at least 232 lorries a 
day. It was agreed that the Council would send a letter of objection to LCC, Clerk to 
draft a report for Councillors to comment on prior to submission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

21/38. Reports 

a) Highways 

Cllr. Gorrod said that the drain that had been cleared near to the village gates on the 
A5199 has now been repaired by Highways.  

 

b) Rights of Way 

Cllr. Gorrod said that there were no new known issues.  

c) Playing field 

Cllr. Brotherton said that the Playing Field was in good order. However both he and 
Cllr. McCullagh had been informed that the grass had not been cut in Roundhouse 
Close  

 
 
Clerk 

d) Speed Indicator Device (SID) report 

Cllr. Wilson said that she was meeting regularly with SID colleagues and that a 
anormal service would resume. Recent reports would be provided shortly. 

 

e) Welford Youth and Community Centre 

Cllr. Gorrod reported that WYCC are planning for meetings to resume both indoors 
and outdoors together with plans for hiring out the hall as lockdown eases. 

 

f) Village Hall: 

Cllr. Esling reported that the Village Hall expected to reopen on May 17th   

g) Pocket Park 

Cllr. Esling reported that the work on the benches, seats and signs had been 
completed 

 

21/39. Finances 

a)  The Annual Governance Statement and Accounting statement 2020/21 was 

noted and approved. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his hard work on 

ensuring the successful completion of the Governance and Accounting Statement 

as well of the Internal Audit report. 

 

b)  The Internal Audit Report 2020/21 was noted and approved 

c) The bank working balance at Unity Trust 16th April 2021 £30,236.21 was noted 

d)  Cllr. McCullagh verified the bank reconciliation had taken place for the 31st March 

end of year balance 

e) Councillors noted the standing order paid to SSE on the 20th April 2021 £138.78 

f) The following payments were approved: 

PAYEE REASON £ 

Staff costs Salaries  596.34 

Melanie Ainsworth Bags for rubbish collection 1.00 

NCALC Annual subscription 692.62 

R & G Grass cutting March 712.67 

Raymund Zediu Pocket Park sign removal 220.00 

E.ON Lighting maintenance 162.94 

Joseph Hutchinson Tree work by garage and park gates 876.00 

  

 

 



 

 

21/40. Date of next meeting: Thursday 27th May2021 
As Cllr. Wilson was not standing for election, Cllr. Gorrod thanked her for all her 
work and commitment to helping improve Welford. 

The meeting closed at 8.58pm 

 

 
Signed that the Minutes are a true and accurate record 

Signed by Chairman Dated 

 
 
 
 

 

 


